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When I tell people that I am a History major at a small, public liberal arts school, they usually 

reply, “Good luck getting a job!” or, “Oh, so you’re going to be a teacher?”  They seem genuinely 

shocked when I respond that I am in fact not going to be a teacher and that I am not particularly worried 

about finding future employment.  Yes, I am a student of history, but more importantly, I am a student of 

the liberal arts. 

My public liberal arts education has provided me with diverse, unique learning opportunities, the 

most obvious of which is my minor—mathematics.  History has always been my passion, but after taking 

an entry-level calculus course at my university, I found that I greatly enjoyed math.  Rather than dissuade 

me, my history advisor encouraged me to pursue a Math minor and emphasized the value of a diversified 

academic career.  My math professors have been equally supportive—they are all delighted to find a 

History major in their math classes.  Though history and math may seem like an odd crossover, I have 

been able to apply my mathematical knowledge to an undergraduate research project with one of my 

history professors, and I hope to have more opportunities in the future in which my historical and 

mathematical interests and capabilities can complement each other. 

Having such a unique combination of fields of study is very important to me because a college 

education should be more than channeling students into one field of study—it is about the exploration of 

multiple subjects, the bigger picture, and the broadening of understandings and opening of minds.  A 

liberal arts education has allowed me to do just that: I can pursue my passion of history while also 

enjoying math courses.  Aside from my main coursework in those two subjects, my liberal arts education 

has allowed and encouraged me to take classes from many other disciplines: geography, religion, art 

history, historic preservation, and Italian. Each class brings new perspective and approach to learning 

about different topics, and I feel that I have gained a much greater understanding of current and past 

events through my classes in these different disciplines. 



I have also been able to participate in a groundbreaking course sponsored by COPLAC and the 

Teagle Foundation: Century America.  This class is so amazing because it brings together students from 

11 different universities across the United States.  Each week, we enter into a video conference, and we 

discuss the large research project in which we are all participating.  This project focuses on the homefront 

experience of each school and surrounding community during the Great War, and it is so fascinating to 

hear from each of my classmates and have discussions of how the experiences at each of our schools were 

similar or different from the others.  Not everyone is a History major who is taking this course, which 

adds a new dimension to the work that we are doing—each of us comes in with different ideas about and 

approaches to the research project, as well as digital history and digital humanities in general.  Our 

diverse locations, backgrounds, and ideas create a rich learning environment and unique experience of 

which we are all proud to be a part. 

The unique learning opportunities and diverse coursework of my education have provided me 

with a versatile skillset, which more than anything else highlights the value of a liberal arts education.  

Instead of being tailored to work in a specific field, I have gained skills that make me qualified for many 

different positions, skills that make me adaptable—skills that I will carry and use for the rest of my 

professional and personal life.  I can write well, research thoroughly and efficiently, and process 

information; I am digitally literate, having joined and contributed to the world of digital history and 

humanities; I have excellent verbal communication skills.  My History major particularly emphasizes and 

helps students develop these skills, but they are by no means limited to my chosen discipline—each of my 

other courses has similarly contributed to my development of these skills.  As a whole, my liberal arts 

education has granted me three particularly invaluable skills and qualities: critical thinking and analysis, a 

greater understanding of the world and myself, and an open mind. 

In many ways, my public liberal arts education has allowed me to find myself.  I have been able 

to pursue old and new interests, to find enjoyment and happiness in my academic work.  My professors, 

regardless of discipline, encouraged each foray into a new topic of interest and have wholeheartedly 

supported me throughout my journey—never in my life have I met a group of professors who care so 



deeply for the education and well-being of their students.  My diverse coursework and unique 

opportunities have given me the gift of a holistic understanding of subjects, issues, and people and have 

allowed me to always keep my mind open.  I feel so fortunate to have received such a wonderful liberal 

arts education with diverse and unique learning opportunities that have allowed me to develop valuable 

skills and qualities—all of which I will carry with me and use for the rest of my life. 


